
 

Tone Vocabulary - List #2 

1 antagonistic 

acting in opposition; opposing, esp. mutually; hostile; unfriendly  
SYN: combative, hostile                      ANT: agreeable, friendly 
Serena Williams was recently criticized for her antagonistic behavior toward 
the umpire during the US Open after he gave her a cheating violation. She 
vehemently disagreed and later slammed her racquet to the ground.  

2 audacious 
extremely bold or daring; recklessly brave; fearless  
SYN: adventurous, courageous            ANT: careful, cautious 
Malala Yousafzai is best known for her audacious act of standing up to and 
getting shot by an armed Taliban officer in the name of women’s education.  

3 derisive 

characterized by or expressing derision; contemptuous; mocking  
SYN: disdainful, insulting, scornful         ANT: kind, respectful 
In Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”, the main character, 
Montresor, is best remembered for his derisive laugh as he entraps his 
loathed, yet unwitting enemy behind a wall.  

4 derogatory 

tending to lessen the merit or reputation of a person or thing; 
disparaging; depreciatory  
SYN: degrading, demeaning                   ANT: complimentary, appreciative 
In the film, Mean Girls, the “Burn Book” is  a collection of derogatory 
anecdotes about students and teachers that the main characters dislike. 

5 detached 

impartial or objective; disinterested; unbiased; not involved or 
concerned; aloof  
SYN: impersonal, dispassionate             ANT: biased, subjective, partial 
In medical school, doctors are often instructed to remain detached from their 
patients’ illnesses and grieving family members because added emotional 
strain could impede their ability to provide care.  

6 dogmatic 

asserting opinions in a doctrinaire or arrogant manner; opinionated  
SYN: unequivocal, intolerant, dictatorial     ANT: equivocal, impartial 
In many Greek dramas, the main character often suffers a tragic downfall due 
to his strict adherence to dogmatic principles, believing that only he is correct 
despite contrary advice and warnings from others.   

7 earnest 
serious in intention, purpose, or effort; sincerely zealous  
SYN: sincere, solemn                             ANT: inconstant, irresolute 
Following my first failing quiz score, I made an earnest effort to improve my 
next grade and began studying every night to prepare for the next one.  

8 elegiac 

expressing sorrow or lamentation 
SYN: funereal, melancholy, mournful      ANT: cheerful, joyful 
“O Captain! My Captain!” is a famous elegiac poem written by Walt Whitman 
in which he mourns the tragic death of Abraham Lincoln. 
  



9 exuberant 

effusively and almost uninhibitedly enthusiastic; extremely joyful and 
vigorous 
SYN: elated, ebullient                              ANT: apathetic, dispirited 
The students let out an exuberant shout as they exited the school building 
following their last final exam. 

10 giddy 

frivolous and lighthearted; impulsive; flighty; attended with or causing 
dizziness  
SYN: bemused, skittish                           ANT: calm, serious, sensible 
The children were giddy with excitement as they entered the main gate of 
Disney World following a year-long wait leading to this moment.  

11 grave 

serious or solemn; sober; weighty, momentous, or important; 
threatening a seriously bad outcome or involving serious issues; critical  
SYN: dignified, heavy, muted               ANT: boisterous, trivial 
When the doctor came out of the emergency room, his grave expression 
revealed that he was not able to save the car crash victim.  

12 grim 

stern and admitting of no appeasement or compromise; having a harsh, 
surly, forbidding, or morbid air  
SYN: cruel, harsh                                 ANT: bright, cheerful, encouraging 
While Mrs. Trunchbull’s grim countenance frightened most pupils at 
Crunchem school, it did not seem to impact the brave young Matilda, who 
ultimately stood up to her tyrannical ways.  

13 impudent 

characterized by impertinence or effrontery; shameless  
SYN: brazen, immodest, insolent           ANT: humble, modest, polite 
My old-fashioned grandmother scolded me for constantly checking my phone 
during my sister’s wedding, claiming that the impudent actions of today’s 
“young people” would be the downfall of society.  

14 incredulous 
not credulous; disinclined or indisposed to believe; skeptical  
SYN: doubtful, skeptical, disbelieving      ANT: believing, certain, definite 
I was incredulous when I received a call informing me that I won the lottery. 

15 indignant 

feeling, characterized by, or expressing strong displeasure at something 
considered unjust, offensive, insulting, or base  
SYN: furious, irate, livid                               ANT: calm, peaceful  
My father was indignant when the international airline lost his luggage and 
refused to replace it, claiming that they were not responsible for baggage 
arriving from foreign locations. 

16 inflammatory 

tending to arouse anger, hostility, passion, etc. 
SYN: incendiary, provocative                        ANT: calming, placating 
Nike’s recent release of their new “Just Do It” anniversary campaign provoked 
an inflammatory response among conservative circles. Some critics went to 
the extremes of boycotting Nike products; others were shown burning Nike 
products.  
  
 



17 insistent 

emphatic in dwelling upon, maintaining, or demanding something; 
persistent; pertinacious 
SYN: assertive, forceful                                ANT: relenting 
Jenny was insistent on improving her free throw percentage, so she practiced 
after school every day for an hour.  

18 irreverent 

showing lack of due respect or veneration 
SYN: flippant, rude                                       ANT: reverent, respectful 
Many people believe that sitting or kneeling during the pledge or national 
anthem is irreverent, while some feel that it is their personal right not to 
participate.  

19 malicious 
desiring to harm others or to see others suffer; ill-willed; spiteful  
SYN: hateful, malevolent, spiteful                ANT: aiding, forgiving, friendly 
One of the evil queen’s many malicious acts included giving Snow White a 
poisoned apple. 

20 ominous 
portending evil or harm; foreboding; threatening; inauspicious  
SYN: perilous, sinister                     ANT: pleasant, hopeful 
In the iconic film, Jaws, the approach of the shark is preceded by ominous 
music, clearly indicating that he is on the hunt for his next victim. 

 


